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King Solomon's mines were in the Andean region*
and that the Indians are descendants of the people
sent oversea by the famous Biblical king. Many
have tried to settle the mystery of these races by
claiming they were all of common origin and ances-
try; that during thousands of years of wandering
about, of living In various environments and under
varying conditions of climate, they developed widely
varying habits, cultures, arts and civilizations. But
even if we accept this, which after all Is the most
plausible theory of the lot, It does not provide any
answer to the greatest mystery of all: namely, where
the original race came from and who they were.
Moreover, as I have mentioned before, the most
ancient races that Inhabited the district appear to
have been the most highly civilized. There are no
traces of a gradual evolution of their culture, no
stepping-stones, as it were, from savagery or bar-
barism which can be credited to these races. Then-
only known remains prove them most highly ad-
vanced and civilised people, each distinct from all
others, and presenting the greatest archeologlcal
puzzle of the entire world.